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her parents, Enrique and Amanda Ros, who 
left Castro’s communist regime in search of 
freedom, when Ileana was just seven years 
old, so that their daughter could take advan-
tage of the opportunities this country has to 
offer. 

Although DEBBIE and ILEANA come from dif-
ferent backgrounds and different political par-
ties, they share a common goal and that is to 
improve the lives of South Floridians. They 
seize all opportunities to work together with 
the rest of the South Florida Delegation for the 
best interest of the diverse community which 
we represent. They truly are an inspiration to 
woman of all ages. 

It is an honor and a privilege to call these 
outstanding women my friends and serve with 
them in Congress. As we celebrate Women’s 
History Month, I ask you to join me in con-
gratulating our colleagues Congresswomen 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN on their invaluable contributions to 
our nation and their remarkable achievements. 
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TRIBUTE TO FIRE ENGINEER 
WILLIAM ‘‘BILLY’’ D. PINE 

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2009 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of fire engineer William 
‘‘Billy’’ D. Pine, an American hero who 
touched the lives of many. Born on July 3, 
1979 in Yuma, Colorado, Mr. Pine lived a 
brave and courageous life putting out fires in 
his community. 

Known as the lovable firehouse prankster 
with an infectious smile and contagious laugh, 
Mr. Pine was both admired and respected by 
his fellow firefighters. After joining the Pueblo 
Fire Department in 2004, he quickly became 
active in the Union and planned firehouse ac-
tivities. Mr. Pine was a ‘‘firefighter’s firefighter’’ 
and his coworkers quickly became his second 
family. 

Mr. Pine was committed to both his work 
and his family. He met his wife, Janice, shortly 
after moving to Pueblo in 2003. The two were 
set up on a lunch date by a mutual friend and 
immediately became inseparable. They mar-
ried in July 2005 and, the following April, wel-
comed the birth of their daughter, Sydney Tay-
lor. Mr. Pine loved being a father and was 
dedicated to providing a good life for his fam-
ily. 

However, on October 4, 2006, when Sydney 
was only 6 months old and he only 27, the un-
expected happened. When Mr. Pine rolled 
over in bed to help his wife with her home-
work, a tumor burst, causing his intestine to 
erupt. After being rushed to the hospital, Mr. 
Pine was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer 
and immediately began chemotherapy. While 
his family and friends struggled with the 
shocking news, Mr. Pine stayed strong. 

Throughout chemotherapy, Mr. Pine re-
mained dedicated to the fire department. On 
good days, he would go in to work. On bad 
days, his coworkers would cover his shifts and 
send him the paycheck. In April 2008, Mr. 
Pine was able to return to work full-time and 
fought in one last fire. When a deadly 
brushfire swept through Olney Springs on April 
15, Mr. Pine responded to the call. When he 

got there, two of his fellow firefighters were 
stuck behind a downed power line. Although, 
as a trained fire engineer, Mr. Pine was re-
quired to stay at the controls of his pumper 
truck, he went into the blaze and saved the 
two men. He was their hero. 

Mr. Pine showed amazing strength and 
courage until the very end. Tragically, he lost 
his battle with cancer on August 19, 2008 at 
age 29. I send my deepest condolences to the 
family and friends of Mr. Pine and am proud 
to announce that his name will be added to 
the Fallen Firefighter Memorial in Colorado 
Springs on September 19, 2009. Mr. Pine was 
a kind, loyal and genuine man who inspired 
those around him. May he be remembered 
along with the other heroes in Colorado who 
have given their lives protecting this country. 
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IN HONOR OF FRANKLIN CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR THEIR OUT-
STANDING PUBLIC SERVICE 
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OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 26, 2009 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the faculty and students 
of Franklin Central High School for their dedi-
cation as dynamic and sharing members of 
their community. Earlier this month, FCHS stu-
dents raised over $24,000 for Riley Hospital 
for Children in Indianapolis, Indiana. The stu-
dents raised the money at their inaugural 
dance marathon. 

This program was a six hour event with 325 
students participating. In addition to the danc-
ing, the dance marathon included a dodge ball 
tournament and a girl’s basketball free throw 
contest that raised $6,000. The faculty and 
staff set an excellent example by raising an 
additional $3,500 to contribute to their stu-
dents’ efforts. All in all, the inaugural dance 
marathon was an extremely successful pro-
gram that surpassed its intended goal of 
$15,000. 

The Riley dance program was originally es-
tablished in 1991 in memory of Ryan White, 
an AIDS activist and Riley patient. Since the 
program’s inception, thousands of Indiana’s 
high school and college students have com-
mitted themselves to raising funds for Riley. It 
is a program that Riley has come to depend 
on to facilitate research and provide treatment 
to children in need of vital health services. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in thanking 
Franklin Central High School for their dedi-
cated public service. 
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Thursday, March 26, 2009 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise today in recognition of the 90th birthday of 
Mr. Fred Curls, a pioneer for civil and political 
rights and a resident of the Fifth District of 
Missouri, which I am honored to represent. On 
March 31, 2009, Mr. Curls will be 90 years 
young. This weekend on March 26th and 27th, 

he is to be honored in Kansas City, Missouri 
by family, friends, and acquaintances. I am 
privileged to be a part of this ceremony. 

Mr. Curls is one of the original Founders of 
Freedom Incorporated, an African-American 
political organization which at one time could 
generate nearly 70,000 votes. Freedom Inc. 
was and has been very influential in delivering 
votes for a candidate or a cause. The organi-
zation has been at the forefront in serving as 
a catalyst for change in civil rights, public ac-
commodations, and the election of candidates 
at all levels of government. Freedom Inc.’s of-
fice has been visited by City Councilpersons, 
Jackson County Executives, Mayors, Missouri 
State Senators and Representatives, Gov-
ernors, Congresspersons, Senators, Presi-
dents, and those who have Presidential aspi-
rations. 

For nearly fifty years, Mr. Curls has dedi-
cated his life to the Greater Kansas City com-
munity, promoting and improving political em-
powerment and the civil rights of people of 
color. His children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren have followed in his footsteps in 
acknowledging their responsibility of giving 
back to the community. His son, State Senator 
Phil B. Curls, Sr. was the President of Free-
dom Inc. when I was Chairman. It was a pe-
riod when Freedom Inc. was recognized as 
one of the most potent political organizations 
in the United States and brought about the 
election of the first African-American Con-
gressman from the Fifth District of Missouri, 
U.S. Representative Alan Wheat. 

The ‘‘kids’’ have also held many public of-
fices. Two of them were and one is presently 
a Missouri State Representative, one was a 
city councilwoman, and two have been School 
Board members in the Metropolitan Kansas 
City area. 

Since the mid-1950s, Mr. Curls has been in-
volved in real estate sales and appraisals, 
most notably in the African-American commu-
nity of Kansas City. He fought against ‘‘restric-
tive covenants’’ whereby residential homes 
could not be sold in certain areas to minori-
ties. He was part of a class action lawsuit 
which resulted in the United States Supreme 
Court outlawing such covenants. 

In all of his activities, Mr. Curls dem-
onstrates his dedication and commitment to 
the greater good of others. He is actively in-
volved with his high school graduating class, 
the ‘‘Class of 1937,’’ which has been very 
close to this day. He was honored by Jackson 
County, Missouri as one of its ‘‘Legacy Award-
ees’’ for its 175th anniversary as a political 
subdivision. He also has been honored by fel-
low Missourian U.S. Representative WILLIAM 
LACY CLAY of St. Louis and myself as an 
awardee of the ‘‘Missouri Walk of Fame’’ des-
ignation, as one of the pioneers of Kansas 
City’s African-American political struggle. 

Throughout his life, he has believed in the 
saying ‘‘make it happen.’’ He has put his prin-
ciples into practice, and the effects of his ef-
forts have ‘‘made it happen’’ throughout the 
Kansas City metropolitan area. He has had 
broad shoulders all his life and has held us on 
those shoulders all these years to promote 
equality in all walks of life. 

For those reasons and more, it is indeed an 
honor and a privilege to recognize Mr. Fred 
Curls on his 90th Birthday celebration. Madam 
Speaker, please join me in expressing our ap-
preciation to Mr. Fred Curls and his endless 
commitment to serving the residents of Kan-
sas City and the State of Missouri. Whatever 
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